INTERNATIONAL SEARCH REPORT 



Intern . ; Application No 

PCT/US2D04/024335 



According to Int ernational Patent Classification (IPC) orto both national classification and IPC 
B. FIELDS SEARCHED 



Mlnlrnurn docurnentetton searched (classification system followed by classification symbols) 

IPC 7 H04Q 



Documentation searched olher than minimum documentation to the extant that such documen ts are Included m the llelds searched 



Electtonlc data base consulted during the International search (name of data base and. where practical; search terms used) 

EPO-Internal , WPI Data, PAO, INSPEC 



C. DOCUMENTS CONSIDERED TO BE RELEVANT 



Category • 



Cltallon of document, with Indication, where appropriate, of the relevant 



Relevant to claim No. 



US 5 973 481 A (THOMSON WILLIAM R ET AL) 

26 October 1999 (1999-10-26) 

column 2, line 25 - column 5, line 38 

column 7, line 4 - line 10 

column 7, line 61 - column 10, Hne 26 

column 15, line 59 - column 16, line 19 

column 19, Hne 58 - column 20, Hne 37 

EP 1 202 594 A (KURITA WATER IND) 
2 May 2002 (2002-05-02) 
paragraph '0009! - paragraph '0016! 
paragraph '0032! - paragraph '0037! 

W0 03/056680 A (ABB RESEARCH LTD : JULIAN 
DANNY (US); PETRIE EDWARD M (US); BAY0UMI 
DE) 10 July 2003 (2003-07-10) 
page 4, line 21 - page 5, line 16 
page 8, Hne 23 - page 11, line 10 



1-24 



1,21,23, 
24 



1,21,23, 
24 



| | Further documents are listed In the continuation of box C. 


|X ^ Patent family members are listed in annex. 


• Special categories of cited documents : ' 

•A' document defining the general stale of the art which Is not 
considered to be of particular relevance 

•E' earlier document but published on or after the international 
tiling date 

"L' document which may throw doubts on priority clalmfe) or 
which is cited to establish the publication date of another 
citation or other speclai reason (as specified) 

■O' document referring to an oral disclosure, use. exhibition or 
other means 

' P ' d iSh2nft!; ,te ^ fiOng date but 
later than the priority date claimed 


T later document published alter the international filing date 
or priority date and not In conflict with the application but 
cited to understand the principle or theory underlying the 
Invention 

•X' document of particular relevance; the claimed invention 
cannot be considered novel or cannot be considered to 
invotve an inventive step when the document Is taken alone 

"V document of particular relevance; the claimed Invention 

cannot be considered to involve an inventive step when the 
document is combined with one or more other such docu- 
ments, such combination being obvious to a person sWHed 
in the art 

document member of the same patent family 


Date of the actual completion of the international search 


Date of matting of the International search report 


17 December 2004 


27/12/2004 


European PatenX Office, P.B. 5818 Patenllaan 2 
NL - 2280 HV RijswHK 
TeL (+31-70) 340-2040, Tx. 31 061 epo nl, 
Fax: (+31-70) 340-3016 


Authorized officer 

Kokkorakt, A 


Forni PCTYISA/210 (second sheet) (January 2004) - 1 



« 



INTERNATIONAL SEARCH REPORT 



Inten il Application No 

PCT/US2004/024335 



Patent document 
cited in search report 


Publication 
date 


Patent tamlly 
member(s) 


Publication 
date 


US 5973481 


A 


26-10-1999 


US 
CA 


5734255 A 
2196013 Al 


31-03-1998 
14-09-1997 



EP 1202594 



02-05-2002 



JP 2002125316 A 

BR 0104961 A 

CA 2358745 Al 

CN 1368775 A 

EP 1202594 A2 

US 2002123974 Al 



26-04-2002 
28-05-2002 
13-04-2002 
11-09-2002 
02-05-2002 
05-09-2002 



W0 03056680 A 10-07-2003 US 2004024494 Al 05-02-2004 

W0 03056680 A2 10-07-2003 



Foim PCTASA/210 (palenl family annex) (January 2004) 



